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JURY CONVICTS FEDERAL PRISONER FOR THREATENING THE
PRESIDENT AND OTHER FEDERAL OFFICIALS

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Bradley J. Schlozman, United States Attorney for the Western
District of Missouri, announced that a federal prison inmate was convicted by a federal jury
today for mailing letters in which he threatened the President of the United States, the U.S.
Attorney General and a federal judge..

Donald Bernard Talley, 33, an inmate at the U.S. Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
in Springfield, Mo., was found guilty of all three charges contained in an August 18, 2005,
federal indictment.

Following the presentation of evidence, the jury in U.S. District Court in Springfield
deliberated about 45 minutes before returning the guilty verdicts to U.S. District Judge Dorr
ending a trial that began May 22, 2006.

Talley was convicted in Count One of mailing a letter addressed to U.S. Attorney
General John Ashcroft on Aug. 23, 2004.  The letter contained a threat to injure Ashcroft, as well
as a federal judge and the president.

Talley was convicted in Count Two and Count Three of mailing a letter to U.S. District
Judge Saundra B. Armstrong in Oakland, Calif., on Sept. 2, 2004, and Sept. 3, 2004,
respectively.  The letters contained threats to injure Armstrong, as well as the President of the
United States and the U.S. Attorney General.

Talley entered the U.S. Bureau of Prisons as an inmate after being convicted for robbing
a federally insured bank in 2000.  Talley was sentenced to 257 months by U.S. District Judge
Sandra B. Armstrong.

In the letter mailed to Ashcroft, Talley stated, among other threats, that if he could get
close enough to kill either the AG or the President, he would “become a domestic terrorist like



McVey.”  Talley advised that if he were “let out tomorrow” he would like to become involved in
a “terrorist-militia group” that would “target the President.”  In the letter mailed to Judge
Armstrong, Talley stated, among other threats, that Judge Armstrong will be “ the first to die on
my list by my hands.”

QUOTE BY BRAD____________________________________________________

This case is being prosecuted by Deputy U.S. Attorney Michael A. Jones.  It was
investigated by the U.S. Secret Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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